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Perhaps the quest;or\ most often
asked n education is, "Where do
I start?" Whenever we are
impressed with an idea or a
vam , 1t is the problem of
memnting it ourselves that

usually presents the greatest
difficuity . In the emergi

ied of enwvironmental educat
the gquestion and its difficulties
are no less formidable and it
is in the irtevests grw'dr
one answer that "Envivonment
Starters" evolved .

Eachh of the activities presented
has been a part of the
Gould League of Victovia's
in-service education program

for seveval years. As such 't
has been +rialled ard modified
in practice many times_.
with childven and adules .
We have
p\rovldes stimulus for
alevt rticipants to
ecif'\\g ?;arturg of thew
enwivonment and offers the
Potentia& developing a
wider consciousness a

habitat areq .

In its lau-out we have tried
tc make” it ad \le to
vavuing teachi strateqies .
It could , for exngmf\e, ebae
used os a text and activity
book, for an individual ov

ouwnd. that each deq

e:zu‘), who work through the
K as a whole. Alt¢rnati
"Ernvironmerntal Starters" could
be broken up to forma set
of assignment cards with
multiplé copies of each Record
Sheet available fora et-ﬂ:s'e
aﬂ:roach to the subject.

Whichever method the book
fits into, we see & providing
a stimulati startmﬂ .Pd"t

environmertal education,
as the begwining of a widey
t'eaclm’ng progvam .
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Your Task :

Ervironmental Bingo Record Sheet
Pencil

stl'tkl:’ Tape.

To look for objects around you that
match the words listed on your
Record Sheet.

Draw, list ov tape the objects you
choose orito the matching spaces
provided on your- Recovd Sheet,

Compare your work with a friend’s.
G?.:u League Emiconmental Starvess
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RECORD
SHEET

Rointed

Olke]

Curvee)

Ghewed

Dmelly
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You Need: Enwironmental ‘I-Spg‘ Record Sheet
Percil
Sticky ﬁlpb

Your Task: To look for ob]ects around You that

each begin with o different letter
of the alphabet.

Draw , list or tape. each object you
finrd onto your Record Sheet in
the space dhat matches the first
letter of each.

R

= &
AN

),"‘:"" Coqufc Your work with a friends .
0
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Treasuwe Hunt Record Sheet
Fencil

To lock around uou for interesting objects
that match the hcadmgs on yeur R d
Sheet .

Choose one of the three lists of
Treasure Hunt obJed;s The first list

is of objecks ln interesting places. The
second is of biects in diffevent Stages
of growth md, is objects
that each mean sovnethmg akfferenti'b you.

On your Record Sheet- list and describe
the "trcasure ° mf\nd, next to
head-ngs t

Gould League Ewwivanmental Startevs
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Som

9rwing well

somc-thfns dned
or ?ard\ed

R

something mecd

ov injured

A

something old

Y
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Somd:}i@ mt’cirg

SEIEEp

something with a
f\msavrt smell

somewhere quiu’

Y

X

Somd%nﬁ ua\g

k 4

Y

I

something you have

hever seen before
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Your Task:

{erd Transect Record Sheet .
‘5 metre length string for ea
pefson, Stake % "

Sticky Tape , Pencil

To stretch your string in a strai ht
line and. see how many types o grass
it touches .

Tie one end of your string o a stake
with wwﬁ\ strai h':aqlon the
nd . Colleg'h a P'g:e ealh "Jm:e
grass your string touches, and tape
it in a space on your Record Sheet .

Make up a name that describes each

Gould Lesgue Envirenmesta) Srerbers



You Need :

wa Task:

Tree Hbﬁ Record Sheet
Fercil

To choose e‘:gH: trees near you
and rate them on how pleasant

they ave to hug.

Try +to choose trees that are
different in shape and size .

On your Record Sheet draw or
describe the shape of each tvee
and write down a word that best
describes what each feels like

Gould Leagee. Emiconmental Startess
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You Need: Grass Count Record Sheet
Sticktd Tapb

To collect ten different types of smss
from an avea of lawn and ‘o ra

+he most common to Pe,
Ieas't common .,

Tape the difer ou find to
Reggrd Sheet startn !;'\‘ the grass Yoy W
think is most comrv\on in the area .

Com arc. work with a friend’s.

P ?:” the numbers on 3our Record
Sheet as points for each type of grass,
You can have a race with your friend
o see who @n collect some grass that
exactlca totals, say, 35 ponts,

Guuld League Enienmertol Storsers




Your Task :

Set of Grass Cards

Grass Cavds Recovd Sheet
Pencil

Stl'ckﬂ Tape

To look different types s avourd
dthatfo:\abcﬁ:’ﬁ\ose on otgouyrasamss
S.

You can make the Grass Cards :2 sticking

ol t rass and wéeds onto
cardboard 21”\:52 with clear adhesive
\c .,

When you fird any gmsses that match the

ss Cards, tape them to your Record
Sheet beside the number o name you
have gven to each Cavd.

Gould Leaue Emroncental Starters
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NUMBER or NAME

GRAY

NUMBER or NAME
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NAME o~ NUMBER

NAME or NUMBER
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You Need :

Your Task:

Colov Cards

Color Cards Record Sheet
Pencil

Sticky T'ape«

To look at the objed: avound you
and choose some” which mateh” the
colors on Your Color Card .

A humber of Color Cards can be made
from one paint color chart .

List, draw ov fare the objects you
choose onto your Record " Sheet
besice the name or number you give
*o each of Be difd‘uﬂ.' tolors .

Goud lﬂgﬂ Eravonmental Starters
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Color Grading Record Sheet

i e

To look around you sbiects

s'\mil:; Col:r t}gﬁe \g‘;:hca‘s!\e ranazf ?
in order from t lightest to the
darkest. E >

Ta our objects \n ovder onto
Youy cord 'g

S oded heet in the spaces

Under the obJeets have chosen
write a word ¢

best describes
each .

Fould lpame Ernwonmentel Starters
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Your™ Task :

Photoam?hic fartners Record Sheet
Percil

To use vyow partner as a camera,
leading “him ‘around with his eyes
closed” until you see any of the

things that match your Recovd
Sheét ,

To take o"Photosm " push "
lightly aganst \'r’h Faﬁtmﬂfng:c
opens his eyes “only for as long as you
touch his ear. Three seconds’is

uSua\\\j moush.

Toke six “Dhotoamphs then aive the Record
Sheekx toPho vspar:sna' qnde‘osk him to
list or £ick the "Photos' taken.

foud Lengee Emunmuntal Stavters j



Lequ Damage Record Sheet
St

Y Ta

leaves around you that
show different signs of damage.

Collect five damaged laves that
match the headings on uour
Record Sheet. BE careful not to
F’\ck a leaf. that is being used as
an insect's home.

Tape the damaged leaves onto
your Record Sheet.

.\.P"

) \ e
= -
> > -

= A o Gould League Emmwonmental Starters

Comlaav‘e Your wovrk with a Friend's.




@omnher: Dent pall off @
leaf that s beirg used as
an insect’s home — draw it
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You Need -

Your Task :

Environmental Paces Record Sheet
Fencil
Sﬁckg 'lape

To see how many different things
You can touch as you take tén
Paces.

Choose an area where upu can take
ten paces in a stmight line,

each ste take, list, draw
ov tope onto Wkecord Sheet

something Yu can touch without
maving Your feet .

Compare your work with a friend’s.

Geuld League Enwcermental Stacters




Share Hunt Record Sheet
Pencil

To look shapes in aliﬁ»‘erent obiects
around 3&2 -th:t most clesel y

Y match
those on your Record Sheet:

In the spaces on your Record Sheet
draw the objectsthat you can find
that match each shape.

I like, can look two
I il gobesd B (b Vsl

somethina man-made and
something natural .

Geald League Enironmental Stacters
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Lance-shape Triangle |
r 4

Semi-circle [ Oval =
r s

Circle = Rectangle. |

: . K
Rhombus [ Sgquare S

i3
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ng Older Record Sheet
${=u:k3 Tnpe ; fencil

e‘ objwt&
af‘bund

at ou can range
the Iyuages«k +o the oldest . g% from,

Draw or tape each chject onto yeur
Record Sheet stuctin

obbect You +hink Lsﬁe youngest .

Write down two or three words
that describe each object .

Gould L8ague Enurenmental Starters




You Need: Materials Hunt Record Sheet
Sticky 'Eape, Pencil

Your Task: To look for objects around you
made from eight different matenals.

List or draw the objects you can
see that are made of each of the

materials written on your Record
Sheet .

Look around for semething of each
material that is small enough to
tape on to Your Record Sheez {

Gould Loague Envimmmental Storcers
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> RECORD SHIBET

Write down as
many Words as
You Tan of things
) You see Mgﬁ?
3 (jwr fmme |

one minute .

Gould League Ervvpamental Staseens 33



YW Need:

YO ur Task :

Finger frame Record Sheet
Pencil

To hold arms out Straight n
pwo 9

front o u and make q “Finger
Frame wia\ your hands that you
can look through.

Line up on an interestin objece
and keep vpur arms still. List-
eight things You can see within
o framé

L{ns\d up on the same object as a

and see who can list the
most  objects within one minute .

Gould Leagus Enviconmental Starters




Set of Leaf Cards
Leag Cards Record Sheet

Percil
Stickcj Tape

To look at the diffevent trees around
and match heir leaves with those

on your Leaf Cards .

You can make the Leaf Cards by
sticking difrerent leaves onto .
cardboard "with clear adhesive plastic.

Give a number or name to each leaf.

When you find a_leaf that matches one
of your Leaf Cards, tape it to your
Record Sheet beside the number or name
of the Card it matches.

fGowdd League Erv'danmertal Storters
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You Need:

Your Task:

L Shape Record Sheet
S:Fck;, T:Pe

To fthd.amund you diﬁarent leaves
that fit neatly into each of the
shapes on your Record Sheet.

Look fo:‘dleaves that fib inte each
9Paoe a ta them orto r
Record Sheet.Pe L

See how many different s
leaves uou cr::\?\ f&ed to Fill u;':he.
SFGCC.S ’

Geuld Leogwe Environmental Staciers
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You Need :

Noture Numbers Record Sheet
Pencil
Sﬂd&\j TaPc.

To look for objects around. you that
iN some way motch the numbers
on your Récord Sheet .

Draw, list or tape the objects you
choose onto the spaces on your
Record Sheet.

Compa.re your work with a friend‘.s .

Gould League Erviremmental Startars
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You Need :

Your Task:

g:;gk Mfasure Re'r;ord Sheet
 penc
100 ﬂ;om:efeﬂrid on clear P‘as-t'ic

To work out the area covered by each type
of grass under yowr grid,

Place your plastic grid over a patch of grass.

Stick down on Your Record Sheet five t\Jpes
af vass that Uou can see throu Your
Sridg J J

Make up a symbol to draw beside each .

Now Fill in the ﬁr‘d

Record Sheet with

each grass, as i can see them through
vig .

gouf lastic 9 d
ount B\e types of grass in each grid square.
Which grags covers the most space 7

Gowid League Frvironmentol Stackers

uares on youyr
tsi?e s\dmbds‘é?o(




You Need : Alphabet Hunt Record Sheet
SEicky Tape, fencil

Your Task : To look for the shapes of letters
of the alphabet in objects around
oz

Draw or e eight objects onto
your Reco Sneet, and beside
each write the letter you can see.

How many words an you make
up from “your cighe letters ?

Gould \eagua Frwvonmental Stactecs
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You Need:

Rubbinss Match Record Sheet
Cmgon
Thin Taper

u’a_t,on

wor t
Scissor's } rubbing directly

Sticky Tape or Glue) onto Sheet,

To take rubbings from difrerent objects
described on ntg:tx Reco-fvﬁe Sheetb"ca

Look around you for objects with

interesting textures a take rubbings
from those” that you +think match each
of the '\eodn‘v\ss on your Record Sheet

Cut out the rubbings and attach them
to the spaces on your Record Sheet.

Compare your work with a friend’ ,

Gould League Envirenmentel Starkers
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You Need: Texture Touch Record Sheet
Pencil
Sticky Tape

Your Task: To look around you for objer.'ts that

ou can range N order from the
gmoothest to the roushest.

List, draw or tope r objects in
order onto uv R£rd SJheet,
stqftina with the one You +hink
the smoothest.

Under the objects you have chosen
write a word that" best describes
each one.

= M

Gouid Leagae Enwonmantal Starters
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PLANT LEAF

\_YOUR MADE -UP NAME

%

\

‘

N

J

@]roup Your eight plants into three
families. Then make up names for
Your family groups next to the plant numbers.

@ g & |

CESE Lenzae Lavwonmesgal Star

ters
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Plant Families Record Sheet
Pencil

Sticky Tape,

Your Task: To make up names for some of the different
plants aro':nd gouﬁ:nd. theirof{wnuu {g:ups

Tape o lea ight different plants
onE:o the f'\ufr':b':rc.d spaces on Zpu(
Record Sheet .

Beside each leas write down the rame
you decide to call it.

Make up three plant family names and
write them down in the PnMdeJ

List each plant beside one of the
ot family hcad\'ngs-
ok,

Gouid League Bvironmental Stactecs




Your Task:

Sneo.k3 Sniffers Recovd Sheet
b Num Tq3s

& Numpered Papev: Bags
Pencil

To smell the leaf in each bag and match
e with the correct tree.

Get a friend to mavk six different trees

with a numbered taq, and place a leaf from
each 4ree in a numbered bag.

Put your hand into each bag and squeeze
the éﬁ- inside. Smell your fingers and
decide which of the tagged the
leaf came from., .

Write the bag numbers beside the correct
tree numbers shown on your Record
Sheet, as well as a word™ that describes
each leaf scent.

Gonid League Envrenmertal Startecs




Werc are some sme113 words You could choose from 8
Spicy , sweet, sour, sickly, heavy, thick, nasty, pleasant, disgusting, bitter, sharp, faint, strong.

52 Seald Longue Frvvarmarta) Stacters
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[}ﬂere are some sound words You could choose from:

scrape , rustle, twang, crackle, thud , rattle, squeak, plop, swish , rumble

, clatter ;@%%

Gruld League Ervivsrments 3t
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You Need : Nature’s Noises Record Sheet o
Fencil I

Your Task: To find avound cbjects that ca
R g v

no es. :

Choose objects with which you can make ‘

a range of sounds that e, ‘

uelch , rustie, two cradde thud
rattle squeak ‘or P

On your Record Sheet list usht sounds

gou can make and drow eack of the
bjects used .
P Compare. your work with a friends .

freuld Lengue Envicsmementel Starters
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You Need: Word Hunt Record Sheet
fencil

Your Task: To look for words that appear on
different objects around you .

Look for the types of words listed
on your Re Sheet , and write
them down in the spaces provided.

Compare your work with a fr‘iendk.

4
|

Gould League Brirommentol Stacters i




Fhe number

of words

see around you
in one minute.

&13 “command’

words that tell
you to do some-

thing e.g. Beware,

—

[List words

writtén on
four different

materials.

g&\y abbreviated

words you can
see eg. Rd. or
Vic.

i

[List four
words that afe
each in a

difrerent color”

i7he word

written in

the largest
letters.

[Liist four
words that
You can see

on posts.

|

l{—ﬂ\e word

written in
the smallest
letters . -

¥ |

56
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PASTUDY 20

- GRASS COUNT INSECT COUNT GRASS HEIGHT ~ GRASS COUNT INSECT COUNT  GRASS HEIGHT

!
f

A ! ,/
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You Need :

Your Task :

HooP
Hoop Study Recovd Sheet
Pencil

To study ehe li u find on+the qround
in su.gWﬁweﬁifgmgl. i

Choose six areas that ave very different 4o
each other. Lay your hoop over
the f{rst area and look for any insects
that may be living there. Count the
Number ~of grasses w%hv\gmrlwopand
measure the height of the tallest type

°f. gmss

Write answers fov each of the six
Gmusi&%?EEWaaasojiénr'Rz;xd

Gould League Ewre rantal Starters



Lichen Look Record Sheet
Pencil

To look nd di
e oforou v?m for some different

Lichens can be found J::m’
n

ing on
stone, concrete, “tree Ksaar\d
rotting wood. The leafy and sheubby
lichers need cleaner ar than the
crusty ones.

Look for the types of lichen shown on
Your Sheet . Write down some
words that describe each of the different
lichens you see and list where each
was found .

Golid Longue Esvivnwental Staters




Lecanora [ wonizaesides) Xanthoria (pareting Pacmelia (physedes) - grey
—gegqrean =bright orange (others may be yellow-green)

PESERIPLIONT
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Arranqe your nine stones, with
one in each square.

Try to match up three in a row
with some of the following

Number
Smallest to larg&s‘t’ i )
darkest color to lightest color Ciunay
smoothest to roughest (..onn )
cleanest to dirtiest (......)
lightest to heaviest Uizl
softest to hardest (i)
roundest to flattest (oics)
least mteresting to most ir\'tere,stir\a o)
least clorful to most colorful o)

R Bl R S L
e R e
¥ ¥ \
1 2z 3

fosld Loague Envirsnmerda Starters

61



Rbble Puzzle Record Sheet
Penci)

To find nine stones or pebbles near
:w?to sort them into rows o{-dre?

Place o stone on each square of r
Record Sheet in such a way mé'?he
stones [ine up 1o match some +he

headings . eq. smallest to largest.

Write the row numbers after each of the
headings you can match with your rows
of stones.

Show your puzzle to a friend and then
returri the' stones to where you
found them.

fouid Loague Rvwironmantal Starters




Once we've started a program by
means such as this, It 15 mportant
to see wheve it leads us. A‘orce-of
‘Whizz-bang" approach 0 gettingthe
activities ‘done” will overiook many
discoveries and. techniques. To deo
%o would be to st an ewiron—
ment in one dimension only. On
the other hand, the "Starters”
could be used to develop o deeper
awareness of the same avea. for
mstance , information recorded
about one envwovimertal ospect
@n be compared with repeated
v : in the same place.
Cowxp'.led over twelve morrths | this
data will Prov‘nde a basis of cunpariSon
over the next season. By such o
simple but reqular monitorin
teohnlque students develop the
nowledae what 15 actugll i
on in m&oﬁm’mmt on? aﬂg
some phenomena occur  Rarhex ore
Yeor, or not at all, the guestion |

’Nhg 27 will form the begnnings of
brooder environmental education,

Some other ways of extending the
work of M'Sm«ws"mi,ht include:-

"Adaptins the activities to invent
new environmental games. Once
ident‘tfied or given original names,
leaf and grass cavds can be used
in velay o¢“tag" games.

= Trailing - by rcpeating one of the
activities in o variety of differewt'
"stations" you can set up a trail
on themes such as color, damage,
age or texture .

-'Carrgmlg out local surveys,
eq. bird-life, grass and weed

growth in schoolgrounds, local FN"\S
or vacant lots . See Gould League's
"Environmental Measuring Techniques.”

~Building up & nature timeline -
include observations on weather
as well as wildlife - perhaps usl
the Goud Lquue‘s"Env'vonment'a‘a
Book " which is specially
designed for this purpose .

= Identification of plants and
onimals using such publications as
the Gould ieague's “Lrban Survival™
and “Urban Discovery Book "

— Sending census or survey
results to such organizations as
€.S.1.R.0. Wildlife Division ,or
comparing results with schools
i~ different enwvironments.

These are only a +he man
directions ah'-cf\ew woofld lead. t?:
G more mmPlCte approach to
environmental education . You'll
be surprised at the flow of idens
once you get "Started *.

Gouald league Envrnnmental Starters 55




GARDEN WEEDS AND THEIR CoNTRoL.
R.Chancellor, Inkata Press, Melbouvne | 1980

WEEDS IN AUSTRALIA
¢. Lamp and F. Collet , Inkata Fress, Melboume, 1976

AUSTRALIAN GRASSES (Volume Thvee)
Nancy Burbridge , Anqus and Roberéson Melboume, 1970

NATIVE TREES AND SHRUBS oF SouTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA
Leon (ostermans, Rigby, Melbourne, 1991

WHAT TREE 1S THAT ?
S. Mobog, Ure Smith , Sydney, 1979

Botanic AcTioN
. Smallman and D. Bellamy, Hutchinson , Melbourne , 1978

LOOKING AT THE wiD
Harry Butler, Hodder and Steughton, Melbourne, 1981

CITY AND SUBURB ( Australian Habitats Sevies)
Alan Fairley , Methuen , Melbourne , 1981

Materials pubﬁshed by -the

Gould League of Victoriaq

Po. Box 44b, bl High street,

Prahvan , 3181

Te\cphone 51 1701

URBAN SURVIVAL

UVRBAN DISCOVERY BOOK
ENVIRONMENTAL. LD& BOOK
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES FOR INFANTS

MONSTERS AND MINI-BEASTS (Books Ore and Two)
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