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Celebrating 115 year of Environmental Education

thanks to Victoria School Teacher Jessie McMichael





Programs across 3 locations are engaging,  hands on, 
explorative, FUN & year round-

connecting students with the natural world, and 

helping them to reduce negative impacts such as 

waste – opening the door to new career pathways.  
and provides essential field work for VCE.



The more society are connected with the natural world, the more they 

want to fight  to protect it.   It’s important to start them young!



The natural world 

not only underpins 

all life, it underpins 

all economic activity, 

and is worth an 

estimated USD 125-

140 trillion (US 

dollars) per year, i.e. 

more than 1.5  

times the size of 

global GDP. 



The ocean covers a staggering 361 million square kilometres of 

the planet, covering over 70% of the Earth’s surface. It is a 

major contributor to the global economy, while concurrently 

presenting significant opportunities to advance international 

development. 

Overall, the value of key ocean assets is estimated at $24 

trillion, equivalent to 3% to 5% of global GDP, while the value 

of derived goods and services generated by the ocean is 

estimated at $2.5 trillion annually,  equivalent to the seventh-

largest economy on the globe. 







50 million visitors are attracted to the bay 

every year.  You can snorkel or dive to see 

huge aggregations of spider crabs. 

Shellfish reefs — reefs made up of oysters, 

mussels and other shellfish — play an 

essential role in water filtration, coastal 

protection and the provision of food for other 

animals, including humans. 

Wetlands around the Bay provide refuge for 

rare and endangered bird species. 

It’s a place of historical and cultural 

importance for the tribes of the Kulin nation. 

Port Phillip Bay supports a wide variety of natural habitats, from mudflats, mangroves and saltmarshes to

rocky reefs, sponge gardens, seagrass beds and more. In turn, these habitats ensure a diversity of marine

animals and plants can thrive, many of which are only found in the Bay and nowhere else on this planet.



Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary

• Part of Victoria’s Marine National Parks system, established in November 2002.

• The 11 sanctuaries and 13 national parks were introduced to protect Victoria’s 

unique marine biodiversity.

• Areas are managed by Parks Victoria and are classed as “no take” zones.

• Four habitats found at Ricketts Point are representative of northern Port Phillip 

Bay.







Overview of Beach Secrets

• Introduction:

- Acknowledgement of Country and why Ricketts Point is special

- Introduction to marine species through storybook

• Rockpool Ramble:

- Through-hands on investigation of the rock platform, children will uncover the 

creatures that make this special place their home

• Sandy Shore Discovery:

- Children will discover the types of living things found under the water’s surface by

searching for clues washed ashore by the waves. They will also be exposed to the

presence of marine litter, how it can affect habitats and how we can protect

habitats.

• Play-based Activities:

- Students develop their understanding of marine creatures and their habitats, by

participating in activities that support their curiosity, creativity, imagination and

problem-solving and communication skills.



Kinder Program – Beach Secrets

The Beach Secrets program delivers to outcomes under the Early Years Learning 

Framework:

• Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world (Community).

- Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment

• Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners (Learning).

- Children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity,

commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity

- Children develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, enquiry,

experimentation, hypothesising, researching and investigating

- Children transfer and adapt what they have learned from one context to another

- Children resource their own learning through connecting with people, place, technologies and

natural and processed materials

• Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators (Communication).

- Children interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a range of purposes

- Children express ideas and make meaning using a range of media



Time to 

break into 2 

groups to 

explore the 

diverse 

habitats of 

Ricketts 

Point and 

Kinder 

activities…



MORNING TEA

Chance to participate in

Marine Timeline Activity and 

Swim with Whales!

Prizes to be won!



BREAK OVER

Time to continue exploring the diverse habitats of 

Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary



The most intellectual creature to ever 

walk earth is destroying its only home.

We are experiencing the sixth great extinction. 

The most recent report from WWF describes 

the situation as critical. Since 1970 we have lost 

some 69% of all animal and plant species on 

Earth.

“I believe we have a small window of 

opportunity when, if we get together, we can 

start to heal some of the harm we have 

inflicted. Everywhere, where young people 

understand the problems and are empowered 

to take action – we must listen to their voices 

and help them take action.

Nature is amazingly resilient. Species on the 

brink of extinction can be given a second 

chance.”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/10/earths-sixth-mass-extinction-event-already-underway-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-major-report-finds


Being in nature 

& understanding 

nature can help 

to reduce Eco-

Anxiety and 

improve 

wellbeing…



The more society are connected with the natural world, the more they 

want to fight  to protect it.   It’s important to start them young!



Teachers can play a vital role giving nature a fighting chance.  

One way to do this is moving the needle from Ego to Eco. 

And it starts with us!!



LUNCH

Chance to participate in

Marine Timeline Activity and 

Swim with Whales!

Prizes to be won!


