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This presentation was delivered by Gould League General Manager

Anne-Maree Mclnerney and Marine Educators at a recent Teacher PD
Day.

It is shared in the interest of helping to build capacity with in the
Education System. We ask that you do not use it for commercial
purposes or share it with others without our written permission.

Should you require further information or wish for this to be delivered
in your ELC as a PD for Teachers or built on as a program for Students,
please contact Gould League via gould@gould.org.au or

Ph 9585 7860/0429 193 134.

©Anne-Maree Mclnerney and Gould League February, 2024.
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Celebrating 115 year of Environmental Education
thanks to Victoria School Teacher Jessie McMichael
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TEGAN RUSSELL

is a Teacher Member of the Gould League and Guardian of the Natural World
committed to conservation and environmental education and protection.

2023 s the UN International Year of Millets, and to celebrate this amazing plant, we are featuring one of the many
species that enjoy its seeds - the Eastern Ground Parrot (Pezoporus wallicus). Millets are incredible plants that not
only withstand hot and dry climates but also suppress weeds and encourage healthy sod biota and microbes

The Eastern Ground Parrot inhabits south-eastern Australia from southern Queenstand through NSW to western Victoria.
It also previously lived in South Australia, but has not been recorded since 1945. In NSW populations have declined due
to land clearing and predation by foxes and cats. It's now contracted to islands of coastal or sub-coastal heathland and
sedge land habitats.

The Eastern Ground Parrot is one of only five ground-dwelling parrots in the world. The others are the westem

ground parrot, the extremely rare Night Parrot, the Antipodes parakeet, and the highly endangered Kakapo from New

Zealand 2023 celebrates the UN Year of Millets
and the Eastern Ground Parrot

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to student environmental education and support of Geuld League so we can
continue to advocate for ALL native flora and fauna species. so future generations can also enjoy them!
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GOULD LEAGUE CHAIR

The Gould League was one of the first © e and was in Australa in
1909, Originally calied the “Gould League of Bird Lovens”, it simed to protect birds and their eggs. It was
mamed after the famous naturalist and artist, John Gould who, together with his wife Elizabeth, an artist
in her own right, iustrated the bieds and mamenals of Australia, a heritage treasured sl over the world

The Gould League now aims to encourage the protection and care of ALL native wildife, including
plants, where ever they ane found. It docs this through its wide range af environmental education
programs, tools and These contain g infe ton about the natural workd and
also provide 3 huge range of exciting, hands on activities for schools and community grougn.

One of the most important commitments individua, families, businewes, whooks and communities can
make for current and future generations, is to commit to and by
foliowing the Gould League Conservation Code. It will help to protect the plants and animals where ever
you work, live and play.

GOULD LEAGUE CONSERVATION CODE

Nature has many health benefits, 5o we encourage you ta walk and play outdoors and visit your local
parks, beaches and forests. And when you do, here are some guidelines that will help keep you and
natrve wildiife safe

1. Tread carefully and watch the ground beneath your feet.

This is for both your safety as well i for the plants and animals well-being. Marmy can be crushed under
your heavy feet, whist some animals may be dangerous if dsturbed suddenly (espeoally wnakes)

2. Do not pollute the environment. Use bio-degradable products and avoid plastics especially
plastic straws and bags.

Do not put toxic materiah on the Land or into our waterways - they kil wildiife. Botties, tina, plastic

baga, straws, fishing ne and other rubbish should be put in the nearest litter of recycling bin. Fishing

lines can tangle around the legs and wings of many seabirds and manne hife causing o paintul death

Plastic bags and straws can abo cause the death of native wildlife. By 2050, it & forecast more plastic in

the ocean then fish - let's stop this prediction from becoming a reality!

3. Avoid touching living things with your hands.

Some may be posonous. Others may suffer from shock if handied. Touching a bird's nest can result in
the parent bird abandoning it altogether. The best way 1o remember & if you are not sure what will
happen if you pick it up, leave it slone,

GOULD LEAGUE

4. I an animal is found outside its natural environment, return it quickly.
Mast animaly cannot survive outside of their special habitat for very long. Many (Kke lizards) have
wecial territories and should be put back as clase a8 possible to where they wese found in the first place

5. If you have to look under rocks or logs, put them back.
These are special hiding, feeding and sheftering places for lots of small animals and plants which won't
survive if expened 1o sunlight for 3 long time. It's 2 bt ke someone taking the mof off your house!

6. Explore in small numbers.
Not only will you see much more, but your impact on the eavironment will be much less. Large groups of
people will usually be nomsier and will scare away 3l but the bravest animals,

7. Check the legs and wings of any dead animals for bands and identification tags.

Scientists are trying 1o study the movement of many animals to work out how 1 best protect them
Send the t3g to the return address indicated and you could be heiping ensure the survival of a species.

8. Control your pets to take care of wildlife.

¥ you have 3 pet dog or cat not only should you be kind 10 It and look after it well, you should abo take
responyibiity for its behavious Dogs and cats cause sexious problems (or wikdife if allowed 1o run loose
Many ground-dwelling ansmals have no protection and thew nests, homes of the anmals themselves can
be quickly harmed, damaged or destroyed.

When out walking dogs, keep them on a leash unless they are in @ specially designed off lead park. Cats
Whould wear 3 bell and be hept imide during dawn and dusk. If you own # rabbit, ensure they cannot
escape theit enclisure a5 they can breed very quackly with wikd rabbits and create signaficant damage 1o
native ecosystems

9. Help othens to understand by your example
Shawing and tefling other people that you care for and respect the eavironment will help them to
undentand ity importance

10. Tread lightly.
Take nothing but photograghs and ieave nothing but faotprinty (and cven try to not leave these)!

-
-

GOULD LEAGUE
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Programs across 3 locations are engaging, hands on,
explorative, FUN & year round-

connecting students with the natural world, and
helping them to reduce negative impacts such as
waste — opening the door to new career pathways.
and provides essential field work for VCE.




The more society are connected with the natural world, the more they
want to fight to protectit. It’s important to start them young!
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The natural world
not only underpins
all life, it underpins
all economic activity,
and is worth an
estimated USD 125-
140 trillion (US

dollars) per year, i.e.
more than 1.5

times the size of
global GDP.
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The ocean covers a staggering 361 million square kilometres of
the planet, covering over 70% of the Earth’s surface. It is a
major contributor to the global economy, while concurrently
presenting significant opportunities to advance international
development.

Overall, the value of key ocean assets is estimated at $24
trillion, equivalent to 3% to 5% of global GDP, while the value
of derived goods and services generated by the ocean is

estimated at $2.5 trillion annually, equivalent to the seventh-
largest economy on the globe.
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Marine Ecosystem Services
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. 50 million visitors are attracted to the bay
s ;’ "\V every year. You can snorkel or dive to see
(‘a ' huge aggregations of spider crabs.

- - TN = Shellfish reefs — reefs made up of oysters,
X T |
mussels and other shellfish — play an
essential role in water filtration, coastal
protection and the provision of food for other
animals, including humans.

T Wetlands around the Bay provide refuge for
rare and endangered bird species.

It’s a place of historical and cultural
importance for the tribes of the Kulin nation.

Port Phillip Bay supports a wide variety of natural habitats, from mudflats, mangroves and saltmarshes to
rocky reefs, sponge gardens, seagrass beds and more. In turn, these habitats ensure a diversity of marine
animals and plants can thrive, many of which are only found in the Bay and nowhere else on this planet.



Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary

* Part of Victoria’s Marine National Parks system, established in November 2002.
* The 11 sanctuaries and 13 national parks were introduced to protect Victoria’s

unigue marine biodiversity.
* Areas are managed by Parks Victoria and are classed as “no take” zones.

* Four habitats found at Ricketts Point are representative of northern Port Phillip







Giant Sharks and
Toothy Birds

BEAUMARIS

More than 30 metres long

The teath of the glant shark
Carcharoclesmegalodon
are someatimes found on
Baaumarls Beach.
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Magalodon means 'big tooth’.
Megaiodon ieeth are tha lnrgeat
knowm shark teeth 17 om)

WHAT
ARE THEY?

Fossils found at Beaumaris
range from large whales to amall
zea urchinz. The site is impaortant

for studying the evolution of
ancient penguins, sea turtles
and land animals.
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Beaumaris is a coastal N
suburb of Melbourne. ‘
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marine fossil sites
- in Australia.
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know?
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was a glantspermwhale
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fossil site to protectitfrom
coastal development.

Hunted large prey ke
sharks; whales and squid

Waighed 40 tonnes

Up to 18 metres jong

Pseudaptenodytes macrael

was one of many prehistoric penguins
that ones lived In Australla.
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Overview of Beach Secrets

Introduction:

- Acknowledgement of Country and why Ricketts Point is special
- Introduction to marine species through storybook

Rockpool Ramble:

- Through-hands on investigation of the rock platform, children will uncover the
creatures that make this special place their home

Sandy Shore Discovery:
- Children will discover the types of living things found under the water’s surface by
searching for clues washed ashore by the waves. They will also be exposed to the
presence of marine litter, how it can affect habitats and how we can protect

habitats.
Play-based Activities:
- Students develop their understanding of marine creatures and their habitats, by

participating in activities that support their curiosity, creativity, imagination and
problem-solving and communication skills.



Kinder Program — Beach Secrets

The Beach Secrets program delivers to outcomes under the Early Years Learning
Framework:

 Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world (Community).
- Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment

* Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners (Learning).
- Children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity,
commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity
- Children develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, enquiry,
experimentation, hypothesising, researching and investigating
- Children transfer and adapt what they have learned from one context to another

- Children resource their own learning through connecting with people, place, technologies and
natural and processed materials

* Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators (Communication).
- Children interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a range of purposes
- Children express ideas and make meaning using a range of media



Time to
break into 2
groups to
explore the
diverse
habitats of
Ricketts
Point and
Kinder

activities...



MORNING TEA

Chance to participate in
Marine Timeline Activity and
Swim with Whales!

Prizes to be won!
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/10/earths-sixth-mass-extinction-event-already-underway-scientists-warn
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/30/humanity-wiped-out-animals-since-1970-major-report-finds

over half of young people

Being in nature @

& understanding @
nature can help =
to reduce Eco- 2{3
Anxiety and A

IMProve S

2ARg

say climate change is
affecting their daily lives

(22%)

&

st half are worried whether they're personally

[ ]
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differen

anyway (50%)



The more society are connected with the natural world, the more they
want to fight to protectit. It’s important to start them young!

’ ,.943.:/_,

Co s
ssists Stregg ery ot
A S,
ry from > Hlfp "Om,

recove n;,, e |
mental fatigue /"'y Ssg
OuULD

Nature Contact &

Maller, Pryor & Townsend, 2008, P.75 (%)

EEEEEE



Teachers can play a vital role giving nature a fighting chance.
One way to do this is moving the needle from Ego to Eco.
And it starts with us!!

EGO ECO




LUNCH

Chance to participate in
Marine Timeline Activity and
Swim with Whales!

Prizes to be won!



