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BILL MORRIS

is a Teacher Member of the Gould League and Guardian of the Natural World

committed to conservation and environmental education and protection.
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GOULD LEAGUE

Kids Club

Member

1 promise to:
* care forour wonderfud pianet and all of the animals and plants
tratbve on it
save ensrgy and water
reduce, reuss, recycle and compost
show my famity and friends how 10 do these things too!

Signed Date

Jnd fbe

Giavd Yialker

rovclelive b dedined ue
1291 o wub Tien g i ol

2023 calabrates tha UN Year of MIlists
and the Eastern Ground Parrot
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Celebrating 100 years of the
Gould League ~ 1909-2009

supports the Gould Leagus in
education for the conservation of resources
and protection of the
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TEGAN RUSSELL

is a Teacher Member of the Gould League and Guardian of the Natural World
committed to conservation and environmental education and protection.
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GLULD LEAGLE CHAIR

2023 celebrates the UN Yesr of Millets
and the Eastern Ground Parrot
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GOULD LEAGUE CONSERVATION CODE
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Visited Ricketts Point Marine Sanctuary
17th April, 2022

WE LEARNT ABOUT
The imructs of humans on our marine animals and plants and
he importance of protecting our natural world.

WE PROMISE TO
Care for and protect our wildlife, beaches and oceans and
show family and friends how to do these things

SIGNED

2023 is the UN International Year of Millets, and to celebrate this amazing plant, we are
featuring Parrots who enjoy and are sustained by Millet seeds - in particular the Eastern /
Ground Parrot (Pezoporus wallicus). The Eastern Ground Parrot inhabits south-eastern %
Australia from southern Queensland through NSW to western Victoria. The Eastern Ground
Parrot is one of only 5 ground parrots in the world! Thank you for your interest in the I
environment and for visiting us in 2023. We thank you for supporting ALL native flora and
fauna so future generations can also enjoy'them!




The Gould League was one of the first environmental organisations and was established in Australia in
1909. Originally called the "Gould League of Bird Lovers", it aimed to protect birds and their eggs. It was
named after the famous naturalist and artist, John Gould who, together with his wife Elizabeth, an artist
in her own right, illustrated the birds and mammals of Australia, a heritage treasured all over the world.

The Gould League now aims to encourage the protection and care of ALL native wildlife, including
plants, where ever they are found. It does this through its wide range of environmental education
programs, tools and publications. These contain fascinating information about the natural world and
also provide a huge range of exciting, hands on activities for schools and community groups.

One of the most important commitments individuals, families, businesses, schools and communities can

make for current and future generations, is to commit to environmental conservation and protection by
following the Gould League Conservation Code. It will help to protect the plants and animals where ever
you work, live and play.

GOULD LEAGUE CONSERVATION CODE

Nature has many health benefits, so we encourage you to walk and play outdoors and visit your local
parks, beaches and forests. And when you do, here are some guidelines that will help keep you and
native wildlife safe.

1. Tread carefully and watch the ground beneath your feet.

This is for both your safety as well as for the plants and animals well-being. Many can be crushed under
your heavy feet, whilst some animals may be dangerous if disturbed suddenly (especially snakes).

2. Do not pollute the environment. Use bio-degradable products and avoid plastics especially
plastic straws and bags.

Do not put toxic materials on the land or into our waterways - they kill wildlife. Bottles, tins, plastic
bags, straws, fishing line and other rubbish should be put in the nearest litter or recycling bin. Fishing
lines can tangle around the legs and wings of many seabirds and marine life causing a painful death.
Plastic bags and straws can also cause the death of native wildlife. By 2050, it is forecast more plastic in
the ocean then fish - let's stop this prediction from becoming a reality!

3. Avoid touching living things with your hands.

Some may be poisonous. Others may suffer from shock if handled. Touching a bird's nest can result in
the parent bird abandoning it altogether. The best way to remember is: if you are not sure what will
happen if you pick it up, leave it alone.
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4. If an animal is found outside its natural environment, return it quickly.

Most animals cannot survive outside of their special habitat for very long. Many (like lizards) have
special territories and should be put back as close as possible to where they were found in the first place.

5. If you have to look under rocks or logs, put them back.

These are special hiding, feeding and sheltering places for lots of small animals and plants which won't
survive if exposed to sunlight for a long time. It's a bit like someone taking the roof off your house!

6. Explore in small numbers.

Not only will you see much more, but your impact on the environment will be much less. Large groups of
people will usually be noisier and will scare away all but the bravest animals.

7. Check the legs and wings of any dead animals for bands and identification tags.

Scientists are trying to study the movement of many animals to work out how to best protect them.
Send the tag to the return address indicated and you could be helping ensure the survival of a species.

8. Control your pets to take care of wildlife.

If you have a pet dog or cat not only should you be kind to it and look after it well, you should also take
responsibility for its behaviour. Dogs and cats cause serious problems for wildlife if allowed to run loose.
Many ground-dwelling animals have no protection and their nests, homes or the animals themselves can
be quickly harmed, damaged or destroyed.

When out walking dogs, keep them on a leash unless they are in a specially designed off lead park. Cats
should wear a bell and be kept inside during dawn and dusk. If you own a rabbit, ensure they cannot
escape their enclosure as they can breed very quickly with wild rabbits and create significant damage to
native ecosystems.

9. Help others to understand by your example

Showing and telling other people that you care for and respect the environment will help them to
understand its importance.

10. Tread lightly.

Take nothing but photographs and leave nothing but footprints (and even try to not leave these)!
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over half of young people 1 - 5
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Human activity is eroding the world’s ecological foundations

1/3 of the
world’s
topsoil

has been
degraded

The Amazon
has lost 17%
of its size in
the past

50 years

More than
85% of
wetlands
have been lost

32% of the
world’s forest
area has been
destroyed

Terrestrial ecosystems

At least 55%
of ocean area
is covered

by industrial
fishing

33% of fish
stocks are
overfished

50% of the
world’s coral
reef system
has been
destroyed

Oceanic ecosystems

83%
population
decline
across
freshwater
species since
1970

41% of
known insect
species have
declined in the
past decades

60%
population
decline
across
vertebrate
species since
1970

Source: IPBES, 2019, “Global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services”; Maria-Helena Semedo of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at World Sail
Day 2014; The Economist, 2019, “On the brink — The Amazon is approaching an irreversible tipping point”; WWF, 2018, “Living planet report — 2018: Aiming higher”;
F. Sanchez-Bayo and K.A.G. Wyckhuys, 2019, “Worldwide decline of the entomofauna: A review of its drivers”, Biological Conservation.
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Chemical
pollution
(not yet
quantified)

Atmospheric
aerosol loading Ocean
(not yet quantified) acidification
Stratospheric

ozone depletion

Change in

land use Global
freshwater Biogeo-
use chemistry:

Phosphorus
cycle
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